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Is That The Wikipedia In Your Pocket, Or..?

By Charlie Sorrel E< October 13,2009 | 8:01 am | Categories: Media Players

Don’t scoff. A non-connected, monochrome, three-button device might not be, say, the mythical Apple
Tablet in terms of hardware hotness (too many buttons for one thing), but $99 for a touch-screen
Wikipedia that fits in your pocket and only needs a battery change every year is the perfect stocking-
filler for the technophobe.

The WikiReader is a tough plastic box with a tempered glass screen, and it holds within itself the entirety
of world knowledge as disseminated by in-fighting nerds. The data (text-only) is held on an SD card
which can be updated with a special WikiReader-friendly download, or you can choose to have a new
card mailed to you (yes, actual snail-mail) every few month for an extra $30 a year.

Who might want this? Anyone who used to buy encyclopedias, anyone who doesn’t have an internet
connection, and anyone who is credulous to think Wikipedia is trustworthy enough to be legitimized in
this semi-permanent form. Available later today.

Product page [WikiReader]
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Comments (10)

Posted by: xsgerry | 10/13/09 1 8:11 am

This will become the scourge of pub quizzes everywhere....

Posted by: Setanta | 10/13/09 | 8:57 am

The only way I’d buy one is if it had “Don’t Panic” on the cover in large, friendly letters.

Posted by: gx5000 | 10/13/09 | 10:09 am

Oh yes, the Hitchhiker’s Guide Edition would be a must for X-Mas !

Posted by: somebodystolemynamefatboy | 10/13/09 | 10:33 am

$30.00 p.a. updates

Posted by: BigEdMan | 10/13/09 | 11:09 am

Talk about being behind the curve. Had this come out 7 or 8 ago before smart phones took over it would
have been bigger than the Rubik’s Cube. But that said in a probably still sell quite a few copies.

@somebodystolemynamefatboy That’s $30 a year for updates delivered to you on SD card.

Posted by: BigEdMan | 10/13/09 | 11:11 am
(damn multitasking with voice-recognition running)
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@somebodystolemynamefatboy That’s $30 a year for updates delivered to you on SD card.

Posted by: ikaruga | 10/13/09 | 12:55 pm

So how is this news? (A) Nobody in their right minds uses wikipedia as a reference (well except for
stuff like TV shows). (B) Text only? I’'m a math dork so that leaves me out. @xsgerry@ is right, this
may become popular in pubs.

Posted by: xan | 10/13/09 | 1:11 pm

Too many buttons for an Apple device? Absurd. Last time I counted my iPhone has 4 buttons and 1
switch...

Posted by: Neverbyte | 10/13/09 | 2:59 pm

Woot! Not only am I going to buy this, I'm going to have a cover made with the words ‘Don’t Panic’ in
large friendly letters! Where 1 work, the internet is a privilege extended to a small minority (after an
incident with a nasty virus) so looking to the almighty wiki for answers to commonly asked questions



like, ‘Is there enough coastline and money to set us up with tidal power generators to keep the lights on
when the oil runs out?’ gets tough. So - where do I get one of these babies?

Posted by: gwmc | 10/13/09 | 3:51 pm

Jeez Charlie, where’d you manage to find real books and a copy of the New York Times? Or would you
like to credit the photo to someone else?




